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PRESIDENT’S  
MESSAGE
Dear SWS Members and Partners,

Welcome to this WELDPOINT September 2025 Issue.  

The 47th AGM of the Singapore Welding Society was held on 30 May 2025 at the Hilltop Garden Restaurant 
of the Bukit Batok Civil Service Club. 

It is with great honour that I have been elected for the second year to serve as the President of the Singapore 
Welding Society. 
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I am glad to present our SWS Council members for the new term 2025/2026 in the table below.

SWS Council Members for the Year 2025/2026

Name Position
Prof Pang Hock Lye John President

Chairman, Standardization Committee Vice-Chairman, OTR Committee
Dr Sun Zheng Immediate Past President

Chairman, International Affairs Committee
Mr Hooi Yu Koh Vice President
Mr Lim Zhiyang Vice President

Chairman, Technical Talks Committee
Mr Yusoof Aynuddin Honorary Secretary

Mr Subbiah Krishnan Honorary Treasurer 
Mr Simon Wong Man Ming Chairman, IT Committee
Mr Sze Thiam Siong Past President

Chairman, Education & Training Committee Chairman, OTR Committee
Mr Perianan Radhakrishnan Past President

Chairman, Certification & Common Welder Qualification
Scheme (CWQS) Committee

Mr Ong Beng Tiong Chairman, Publications Committee
Mr Boon Khong Lee Chairman, Welding Technology Committee
Mr Suggu Ravi Chandra Reddy Chairman, Membership Committee
Mr Khoo Kok Leong Vice Chairman, Certification & Common Welder Qualification

Scheme (CWQS) Committee
Mr William Chong Jun Hua Vice Chairman, Education & Training Committee
Dr Zhou Wei Vice Chairman, Welding Technology Committee

The Society has organised the following events in 2025:

The Singapore Welding Society, SWS Members’ Night 2025 on 25 April 2025 at The Chevrons.
 
The 47th Annual General Meeting of the Singapore Welding Society on 30 May 2025 at the Hilltop Garden 
Restaurant of the Bukit Batok Civil Service Club.

Technical Talk on Laser Technology on 6 June 2025 at the SWS Office, Tradehub21.

Technical Talk on Welding duplex SS and how to optimize the weld performance on 29 August 2025 (On-
Line).

I would like to thank all SWS members and partners for your support for our events so far in 2025 and we 
look forward to your continued support and participation in the coming events. 

I would like to thank our current SWS Council Members 2025/2026 for their steadfast support. 

Thank you,

Prof John Pang,
President
Singapore Welding Society
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NEW CORPORATE
MEMBER PROFILE

NEW MEMBERSHIP FOR 
JUL TO SEP 2025

FULL MEMBERS
Name Designation Company Name Join Date

Mr Subramanian Balamurugan Senior Technical Specialist APAVE TIV ASIA PTE LTD 01-08-2025

Mr Raja Balakrishnan Senior Engineer - Welding 
Specialist

VDL ETG SINGAPORE 01-08-2025

Mr Venkatesan Srinivasan Fabrication Inspector /
Construction Supervisor

 - 01-09-2025

Mr Palani Ponnambalam Quality Lead MODEC 01-09-2025

Dr Chen Ze Senior Consultant DNV SINGAPORE PTE LTD 01-09-2025

CORPORATE MEMBERS
Company Name Contact Person Join Date

ES OFFSHORE ENGINEERING PTE LTD Mr Zhong Hong 01-08-2025

ENERGY ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS PTE LTD Mr Win Myint 01-08-2025

CHUAN LEONG METALIMPEX CO., (PTE.) LTD. 

At Chuan Leong Metalimpex Co., Pte Ltd, we source materials from reputable steel mills 
that meet international standards. We have built a strong reputation for excellent service 
and quality. From our purpose-built facilities, we supply premium steel products—
including mild steel plates, shipbuilding steel, boiler plates, and API pipes—and store 
them in optimal conditions before delivery. Chuan Leong is your trusted partner in quality 
and excellence.

Value Added Services:
• Sand blasting and galvanizing • Robotic welder • CNC plasma cutting
• Ware house and storage • Logistics

JBS MECHANICAL & ENGINEERING PTE LTD

Our Mission:
We seek to achieve customer satisfaction through technological excellence and building 
a people-oriented organization that delivers exceptional results in every project.

Primary Activities Involves:
• Plant maintenance and shutdown • Fabrication and installation of piping & Steel structure
• Tankage and vessel cleaning • Electrical and Instrumentation services
• Insulation services • Manpower soultions
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THE 2025 (13TH) “ARC CUP” 
INTERNATIONAL WELDING 

COMPETITION
By Dr. Sun Zheng - Immediate Past President / Chairman, International Affairs Committee

The 2025 (13th) “ARC Cup” International Welding 
Competition was held from September 5–10, 2025, 
in Weifang City, Shandong Province, China. This 
prestigious event was hosted by the China Chapter of 
the BRICS Business Council (BBC), the International 
Alliance of Skills Development (IASDBR), and the 
Belt & Road and BRICS Training Center for Skills 
Development and Technology Innovation. It was 
organized by the “ARC Cup” International Welding 
Competition Organizing Committee, the Iron Man 
Academy Welding Training Center, Shandong Himile 

Vocational School, and Beijing ARC Xinxing Science & 
Technology Co., Ltd.

Since its inception in 2010, the “ARC Cup” has been 
held 12 times and is now officially recognized by the 
International Institute of Welding (IIW). Over the years, 
the competition has grown into a premier platform for 
professionals worldwide to exchange knowledge and 
expertise in welding, while promoting technological 
innovation and skills development. More than 5,000 
participants from over 30 countries have competed in 
the ARC Cup to date, earning the competition global 
recognition as the “World Arc Cup” — one of the most 
influential international welding events.

The 2025 competition welcomed over 400 welders, 
including 12 international teams, many of whom 
were national champions showcasing world-class 
abilities. Contest categories included shielded metal 
arc welding, gas metal arc welding, gas tungsten arc 
welding, oxy-fuel gas welding, robotic welding, and 
finished product welding. At the same time, a parallel 
robotic welding competition was held in Qingdao, 
about 100 miles from Weifang. A notable highlight this 
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year was the Virtual Welding Competition, 
reflecting the growing use of digital 
simulation in welding training.

After four days of intense competition, 
winners were awarded first, second, and 
third prizes across the various categories. 
The outstanding skill and precision on 
display further cemented the ARC Cup’s 
reputation as the “Olympics of Welding.”

In parallel, the 2025 International Seminar 
on Intelligent Welding Technologies 
& Applications, and Technical Skills 
Talent Cultivation was convened. The 
seminar featured expert presentations on 
intelligent welding technologies, digital 
welding solutions, additive manufacturing, 
and surface engineering. Discussions also 
highlighted welding automation, sector-
specific applications, and advanced 
training methods, underscoring the latest 
developments shaping the future of 
welding.

Looking ahead, the next “ARC Cup” 
International Welding Competition will take 
place in China in 2026, with expectations 
for an even larger and more impactful 
event.
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THE 78TH IIW ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 
AND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, 

GENOA, ITALY
By Dr. Sun Zheng - Immediate Past President / Chairman, International Affairs Committee

The 78th International Institute of Welding (IIW) 
Annual Assembly and International Conference on 
Welding and Joining was held in Genoa, Italy, from 
22 to 27 June 2025. Hosted by the Italian Institute 
of Welding (IIS), this globally significant event took 
place in a vibrant and inspiring setting.

A highlight of this year’s edition was the joint hosting 
of the IIW International Conference and the Giornate 
Nazionali della Saldatura (GNS) – Italy’s national 
welding days, which are held biennially and draw 
over 1,000 participants from across the country. This 
presented a unique opportunity to engage with the 
Italian welding industry and broaden international 
perspectives on welding and joining technologies.
Representing the Singapore Welding Society (SWS) 
at the event were Dr. John Pang, Dr. Sun Zheng, Mr. 
Sze Thiam Siong, and Mr. P. Radhakrishnan.

The Assembly opened on 22 June with an 
Extraordinary General Assembly (EGA), during 
which members reviewed and voted on proposed 
revisions to the IIW Constitution and Bye-Laws. Both 
sets of revisions were approved. The 2025 General 
Assembly (AGM) followed, covering key matters 
such as the President’s report, financial updates, 
Board renewals, and reports from the Technical 
Management Board (TMB) and the International 
Authorization Board (IAB). The AGM also included 
reviews of the past year’s activities and discussions 
on strategic directions moving forward.

The Opening Ceremony, held at the Opera Theatre 
Carlo Felice, featured an outstanding performance by 
a renowned Italian orchestra. During the ceremony, 
IIW presented its prestigious 2025 Awards, 
recognizing individuals for career achievements, 
outstanding technical contributions, and service to 
IIW and the welding community globally.

2025 IIW Awards for Career 
Achievements and Contributions:

•	 Fellow of the IIW Award

•	 Evgeny Paton Award

•	 Arthur Smith Award

•	 Yoshiaki Arata Award

•	 Thomas Medal

•	 Chris Smallbone Award

Italian Evening
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2025 IIW Awards for Outstanding 
Technical Achievement:

•	 Henry Granjon Awards (Category A, B, and D)

•	 Halil Kaya Gedik Award

•	 Welding in the World Best Paper Award

•	 Ugo Guerrera Prize

•	 Young Professional International Conference 
Online 2025 Award

These awards celebrate technical excellence, long-
standing service, and the promising contributions of 
young professionals who are shaping the future of 
welding and joining.

International Conference and Italian National Welding Days

Performance at the opening ceremony SWS delegates at the General Assembly
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Over the course of the week, more than 30 IIW 
technical commissions and working groups 
held meetings and seminars. The International 
Conference, themed “Hydrogen Applications 
and Energy Transition”, focused on the latest 
advancements in hydrogen production, storage, 
and utilization, with particular emphasis on 
materials, welding, and joining technologies. The 
program also explored integration with existing 
energy systems, regulatory and economic 
challenges, and future R&D directions.

Another notable feature of the event was 
the Symposium on Intelligent Welding 
Manufacturing, held on 22 June, where over 
30 papers were presented. The symposium 
showcased recent advancements in intelligent 
welding systems and reinforced its growing 
significance in IIW Annual Assemblies.

Beyond the technical sessions, participants 
enjoyed a range of cultural and networking 
events. The Italian Evening at Palazzo Ducale 
provided a taste of Genoa’s history and charm, 
while the Gala Dinner, held aboard the Tolda 
Nave Blu near the Genoa Aquarium, offered a 
memorable evening with spectacular city and 
sea views.

IIW 2025 marked a record attendance in the 
history of the IIW Annual Assemblies. It was a 
well-organized and impactful event. On behalf 
of the Singapore Welding Society, we extend our 
heartfelt congratulations to the Italian Institute 
of Welding for hosting such a successful and 
inspiring event.

Gala Dinner

General Assembly
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TECHNICAL WORKING UNITS

C-I
Additive Manufacturing, Surfacing, and 
Thermal Cutting

C-II Arc Welding and Filler Metals

C-III
Resistance Welding, Solid State Welding 
and Allied Joining Process

C-IV Power Beam Processes

C-V
NOT and Qualty Assurance of Welded 
Products

C-VI Terminology

C-VII Microjoining and Nanojoining

C-VIII Health, Safety and Environment

C-IXA
Behaviour of Metals Subjected to 
Welding

C-X
Structural Performances of Welded 
Joints - Fracture Avoidance

C-XI Pressure Vessels, Boilers and Pipelines

C-XII
Arc Welding Processes and Production 
Systems

C-XIII
Fatigue of Welded Components and 
Structures

C-XIV Education and Training

C-XV
Design, Analysis, and Fabrication of 
Welded Structures

C-XVI
Polymer Joining and Adhesive 
Technology

C-XVII
Brazing, Soldering and Diffusion 
Bonding

Technical Working Units and Administrative Working Units

C-XVIII Quality Management

C-XIX Physics of welding

INTERNATIONAL AUTHORIZATION 
BOARD

IAB-GA
IAB-GA Education Training and 
Qualification

IAB-GB
IAB-GB Implementation 
Authorisation and Certification

IAB MM IAB IAB MM IAB Members Meeting

ADMINISTRATIVE WORKING UNITS

IIW BoD Board of Directors

TMB Technical Management Board

WG-TCOM Technical Commissions

WltW Welding in the World Editorial Team

WG-STAND Standardisation

WG-YP Young Professionals

Advisory Advisory Council

IAB BOARD IAB Board
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Technical commission meeting in progress



On 29 August 2025, the Singapore Welding Society 

(SWS), in collaboration with the Nickel Institute and the 

International Molybdenum Association (IMOA), hosted 

a highly engaging technical webinar titled  “Welding 

Duplex Stainless Steels and How to Optimise Weld 

Performance.” The session, which ran from 6:30 p.m. 

to 8:00 p.m., attracted a diverse audience of industry 

professionals, researchers, and engineers. A total 

of 52 attendees joined via Zoom, while an additional 

10 participants followed the event live on the Nickel 

Institute’s official YouTube channel, highlighting the 

global reach of the discussion.

The featured speaker, Dr. Roger Francis, is a 

distinguished corrosion engineer with over 50 years 

of experience in the marine corrosion, desalination, 

sour oil and gas, and chemical processing industries. 

Dr. Francis, founder of RFMaterials, has authored 

more than 100 technical papers and 10 books. His 

remarkable contributions to corrosion research and 

standards have earned him international recognition, 

including prestigious awards such as the T.J. Hull 

Award and the Paul McIntyre Award.

In his presentation, Dr. Francis explored the critical 

factors influencing duplex stainless steel weld 

performance, including joint design, heat input, 

and interpass temperatures. He highlighted the key 

differences between welding austenitic stainless 

steels and duplex alloys, emphasizing the necessity 

of maintaining an optimal microstructure to ensure 

superior corrosion resistance.

Participants gained valuable, practical insights 

into methods for enhancing weld durability, such 

as selecting higher-alloy fillers, utilizing alternative 

shielding gas mixtures, and employing effective post-

weld cleaning techniques. Dr. Francis also underscored 

the importance of testing beyond standard codes, such 

as ASME VIII, advocating for additional non-destructive 

testing (NDT) and the implementation of ISO 17781 

testing protocols to ensure weld integrity.

The session concluded with compelling case studies 

of complex fabrications, demonstrating how best 

practices and careful material selection can lead to 

successful, high-performance welds.

With strong participation and overwhelmingly positive 

feedback, the webinar underscored the growing 

importance of duplex stainless steels in critical 

industries and reaffirmed the continued commitment 

of the Nickel Institute, IMOA, and SWS to advancing 

technical knowledge and promoting sustainable 

materials performance.
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TECHNICAL WEBINAR ON DUPLEX 
STAINLESS STEEL WELDING

By Nickel Institute




